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Taking Risks 
I was out to dinner and had a thought this weekend.  One of the people I was 
with was struggling with what to order.  It seemed almost as if this person was 
more concerned with ordering something they wouldn’t like that they failed to 
entertain the possibility they could be surprised by the restaurant and by the 
menu.   Oftentimes they will  default  to  ordering the same thing at  different 
restaurants.   Partly  yes,  because they like it  but mostly  because of  a  certain 
desire to not take a risk.  Yelp has made it possible to find great restaurants, yes, 
but it has also taken away the surprise of stumbling upon a gem.  After all, you 
can’t really know if you like a place until you try it.  I’m guilty of this as well.

When I came back to Notre Dame in this job there were a million reasons why 
it was a risky move.  I was basically moving to South Bend with no friends my 
age here.  I had an amazing experience of Notre Dame as an undergraduate.  
What if being a rector changed that?  I didn’t fit what I thought was the profile 
of a rector.  I was very used to being very independent.  What would it mean to 
return again to a community where I lived in such close proximity to others? 

I’m happy to report that the risk I took (at least for me) has paid off.  I’ve gotten 
way more out of doing this than I ever thought was possible.  The smart move 
would have been to stay in Michigan.  I took a risk and my life is better for it.  

How often in life do we not only turn towards the safe choice?  How often do 
we even avoid putting ourselves in situations that might require taking a risk?  
I’ve caught myself in these habits lately.  I continue to be predictable and live 
my life according to what I think is expected of me.  I’ve decided it’s time for 
that to change.  I’m hoping that in the time that remains this school year that 
we use it to take some risks - that we remove ourselves from the comfort zones 
and really explore what it means to live as a Christian community.  

Music in the Hall
Thanks to two generous donations we now have music in the lobby, chapel and 
24 hour lounge.  The wireless speaker system will control itself but you can make 
requests for lobby music to any of the clerks that are working.  

Chapel Use
The chapel is one of the few spaces in the hall that can be used for prayer and 
reflection.  In college, those places are hard to find.  Last semester we had “Time 
Out” on Thursday nights as a chance to find some quiet space for prayer.  I 
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Mass/Prayer Schedule 

Monday 
NO MASS IN O’NEILL 
9 PM - Memorial Mass for Daniel 
Kim (Basilica) 

Tuesday 
10 PM 

Wednesday 
10 PM 

Sunday 
8:30 PM - 6th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

Monday-Friday - Quiet Prayer in 
the Chapel - 8 PM - 12 AM 

O’vents this Week 

Monday 

Tuesday 
9:15 PM - Hall Gov 

Wednesday 

Thursday 
9-11 AM - Free Coffee @ Spanky’s 

Friday 
Chris in Florida 

Saturday 
Chris in Florida 

Sunday 
Chris in Florida 
Family Time After Mass
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know a lot of people found that to be a really meaningful space in the midst of a 
busy week.  We are expanding it this semester.  Each Monday-Friday from 8 PM 
- 12 AM the chapel will be reserved for individual prayer.  I would ask that you 
refrain from using it to practice piano during those times.  If you do need to 
practice during those times you can use the piano in the lounge.

Mug Club Sales
This is a reminder that you can purchase Mug Club 
subscriptions online at http://oneill.nd.edu/spankys.  
We will be cutting off the Mug Club sales on Friday.  
You can also buy them down at the front desk.  We 
are hoping to have freshly roasted coffee from the 
Zen Cafe later this week.  Use Spanky’s and the 24 
Hour Lounge to relax and socialize.  

Out of Town this Weekend
I will be out of town at a friend’s wedding Friday-Monday which means I will 
miss Sunday Mass and Family Time with you all.  If you need anything over the 
course of the weekend feel free to get in touch with your RA or either of the 
AR’s.

Corby Night this Wednesday
This Wednesday, the local Holy Cross community will be hosting Corby Night 
at Corby Hall.  It begins at 8 PM and is a chance to celebrate night prayer, eat 
some pizza and meet some of the Holy Cross priests that have dedicated their 
lives  to  serve  God  and  the  Notre  Dame  community.   It  will  be  a  great 
opportunity if you can make it.

Mobstar of the Week - Andrew “Nemo” Cusator
Andrew Cusator was nominated as Mobstar of the Week for being the sole fan 
to show up for the A1 and B3 basketball games on Thursday.  Way to show some 
Mobster pride!
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Front Desk Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
3:30-4:30 PM 
8:30-10:30 PM

Friday 
2-4 PM

Saturday  
12-2 PM

Sunday 
6:30-8:30 PM

Spanky’s Hours 

Sunday - Thursday - 9 PM - 12 AM 
Pizza and Breadsticks

Monday - Friday - 8-10 AM, 3-5 PM 
Coffee

Birthdays 

Monday 
Michael Scheid

Friday 
Ted Cogan

Saturday 
Dan Anderson

Sunday 
Brad Bass 
Jon Eagan

Sports Report 

A1 51 - Dillon A1 - 37  
A2 31 - Stanford A1 58 
B1, B2 were idle 
B3 39 - Keough B2 36

Racquetball 1 - Knott 4  
Hockey 3 - Morrissey 7

Upcoming Registrations

Soccer: Sean Casey - scasey3@nd.edu 
Lacrosse :  Adam  So i s son  - 
asoisson@nd.edu
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